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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/26/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ho 
(US Patent 6,1 88,328) in view of Chiu (US Patent 5,309,414). 

4. With respect to claim 1, Ho discloses a method for transmitting parking-related ' 
data to a user in a parking fee system, in which the user with a mobile station records 
parking data when parking commences into a parking fee register of the parking fee 
system, said method comprising (Ho: Column 1, lines 25-39): 

retrieving on the basis of the parking data from the parking fee register of the 
parking fee system application data that includes an expiration time of the parking, if the 
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expiration time has been defined (Ho: Column 3, lines 1-1-19 and lines 45-65). 

Ho does not explicitly disclose that the application data includes a tariff. 

The Chiu reference, however, discloses a portable parking meter that displays 
the tariff of a particular parking zone (Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to mobify the teachings of Ho with the teachings of 
Chiu to retrieve data that includes an expiration time of the parking and a tariff to design 
a simple as well as portable parking meter (Chiu: Column 1, lines 25-26). 

Ho in view of Chiu discloses: 

sending the application data from the parking fee register to the mobile station of 
the user (Ho: Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 45-65; Here after the user has requested a 
parking period at a certain zone from the parking service provider, upon approval of the 
request application data is sent to the mobile station of the user); and 

activating an application utilizing the application data in the mobile station 
of the user to utilize the tariff to calculate an accrued parking fee and to display on a 
display of the mobile station during ongoing parking in real time of at least a sum of the 
accrued parking fee to be charged after the parking is concluded and remaining parking 
time, if the expiration time has been defined (Ho: Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 45-65; 
Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1; Here upon receiving the parking approval an 
application in the mobile station of the user is activated displaying to the user and others 
the remaining parking time. Also the tariff, accrued time and charges and remaining 
balance are displayed.). 
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5. With respect to claim 2, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the method as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein a program code of the application is entirely included in the application 
data to be sent to the mobile station (Ho: The program code or instruction to activate the 
application is included in the approval communicated to the user from the parking 
service provider). 

6. With respect to claim 3, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the method as claimed in 
claim 1, comprising: 

storing the program code of the application in a memory of the mobile station 
(Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21; Here the mobile unit houses a computer that is programmed 
to carry out various functions. The computer inherently has some memory where the 
program code of the application is stored); 

sending application data, which includes data related to only the parking event in 
question, to the mobile station, in the memory of which the program code of the 
application is stored (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21; Column 3, lines 1-19; Here the mobile 
unit houses a computer that is programmed to carry out various functions. The 
computer inherently has some memory where application data sent by the parking 
service provider is stored); and 

activating the application stored in the memory to utilize the application data sent 
(Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 45-65). 



7. 



With respect to claim 4, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the method as claimed in 
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claim 1 , further comprising: 

maintaining a log file in a memory of the mobile station by storing the data 
concerning the accrued parking fees into said log file (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21; Column 
3 f lines 1-19 and lines 46-65; Here the mobile station stores in the memory data 
concerning the accrued parking fees and time. It can be maintained as a log file). 

8. With respect to claim 5, Ho in view of Chiu discloses a parking fee system 
comprising: 

a tariff database for maintaining data on tariffs of areas within the system, based 
on which parking fees in the areas concerned are charged (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 
and 25-61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 46-59; Here the parking service provider 
centrally manages the data on the tariffs of the areas within the system, inherently all 
the data is maintained in a database); and 

a parking fee register including means for maintaining parking data on the 
vehicles belonging to the system, for which the parking fee register has received 
parking data indicating the commencement of the parking, said parking fee register 
being configured to send application data to a mobile station of the user of a determined 
vehicle in response to reception of the parking data indicating the commencement of 
the parking of said vehicle from said mobile station, the application data including at 
least a tariff retrieved from the tariff database on the basis of the parking data and the 
expiration time of the parking if such an expiration time has been defined, the 
application data initiating an application in the mobile station of the user, which utilizes 
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said tariff to calculate an accrued parking fee and display on a display of the mobile 
station in real time during ongoing parking at least a sum of the accrued parking fee to 
be charged after the parking is concluded and the remaining parking time if the 
expiration time of the parking has been defined Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; 
Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 46-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1). 

9. With respect to claim 6, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the system as claimed in 
claim 5, wherein the parking fee register is configured to receive location information 
from a mobile network that indicates the location of the mobile station of the user while 
receiving the parking data, and based on the location information to determine the area, 
in which the parking has taken place (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; Column 3, 
lines 1-19 and lines 46-59; Here the mobile device can have Global Positioning System 
from which location information can be easily gathered). 

10. With respect to claim 7, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the system as claimed in 
claim 5, wherein the parking fee register is configured to send application data to the 
mobile station of the user, the application data including area-specific instruction data 
that can be utilized to initiate an application in the mobile station of the user to provide 
instructions to the user of the mobile station in predetermined situations (Ho: Column 2, 
lines 7-21 and 25-61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 46-59; Chiu; Column 2, lines 25- 
28; Figure 1; Here the parking service provider can send area-specific information to the 
user, providing instructions on the parking fees and time limits for parking). 
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1 1 . With respect to claim 8, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the system as claimed in 
claim 5, wherein the parking fee register is configured in response to a registration 
indicating the termination of the parking of a particular vehicle to send a predetermined 
deactivation command to the mobile station of the user of the vehicle that deactivates 
the application initiated in the mobile station (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; 
Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Here the parking service provider can transmit 
signal to the mobile device to terminate the parking period). 

12. With respect to claim 9, Ho in view of Chiu discloses a mobile station comprising: 
a receiver for receiving application data (Ho: Item 13 in Figure 1); and 

a display for displaying information to the user of the device, the mobile station 
being configured by means of the received application data to (Ho; Item 14 in Figure 1): 

calculate during ongoing parking of the vehicle an accrued parking fee utilizing a 
tariff included in the application data (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61 ; Column 3, 
lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1); 

calculate remaining parking time if the application data shows that an 
expiration time of the parking has been defined (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; 
Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1); and 

provide the display with information that show at least the sum of the accrued 
parking fee to be charged after the parking is concluded and the remaining parking time 
if the expiration time of the parking has been defined (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25- 
61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1). 
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13. With respect to claim 10, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the mobile station as 
claimed in claim 9, wherein the mobile station is configured to maintain in memory a log 
file by storing data concerning the accrued parking fees into the log file (Ho: Column 2, 
lines 7-21 and 25-61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Here the mobile station 
stores in the memory data concerning the accrued parking fees and time. It can be 
stored and maintained as a log file). 

14. With respect to claim 1 1 , Ho in view of Chiu discloses a computer program 
configured to: 

control an apparatus after activation to calculate an accrued parking fee utilizing 
a tariff received by the apparatus (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; Column 3, lines 
1-19 and lines 32-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1); 

calculate remaining parking time if the apparatus has received a piece of 
information indicating the expiration time of the parking (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 
25-61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1); 
and 

provide a display with information indicating at least the sum of the accrued 
parking fee and the remaining parking time if data concerning the expiration time of the 
parking has been received (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; Column 3, lines 1-19 
and lines 32-65; Chiu: Column 2, lines 25-28; Figure 1). 

15. With respect to claim 12, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the computer program as • 



Application/Control Number: 10/813,405 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2164 

claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the computer program is configured to control the 
apparatus to maintain in memory a log file concerning the accrued parking fee by 
storing a note into said log file concerning the accrued parking fee in response to a 
deactivation command of the computer program (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25-61; 
Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65). 

16. With respect to claim 13, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the method as claimed in 
claim 2, further comprising: 

maintaining a log file in a memory of the mobile station by storing the data 
concerning the accrued parking fees into said log file (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25- 
61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Here the mobile station stores in the memory 
data concerning the accrued parking fee and time. It can be stored and maintained as a 
log file). 

17. With respect to claim 14, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the method as claimed in 
claim 3, further comprising: 

maintaining a log file in the memory of the mobile station by storing the data 
concerning the accrued parking fees into said log file (Ho: Column 2, lines 7-21 and 25 
61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65; Here the mobile station stores in the memory 
data concerning the accrued parking fee and time. It can be stored and maintained as a 
log file). 
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18. With respect to claim 15, Ho in view of Chiu discloses the system claimed in 
claim 6, wherein the parking fee register is configured to send application data to the 
mobile station of the user, the application data including area-specific instruction data 
that can be utilized to initiate an application in the mobile station of the user to provide 
instructions to the user of the mobile station in predetermined situations (Ho: Column 2, 
lines 7-21 and 25-61; Column 3, lines 1-19 and lines 32-65). 

Remarks 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Chelnik reference (US Patent 6,832,206) teaches about a 
parking verification system. The Reinhardt reference (US Publication 2003/0135407) 
teaches about a parking meter system. The Barends reference (US Publication 
2003/0163434) teaches about a parking fee payment system. The lien reference (US 
Patent 5,905,247) teaches about a parking fee control device. The Leach reference (US 
Patent 5,689,476) teaches about a cost monitor. The Carmen reference (US Patent 
5,382,780) teaches about a time metering device. The Righi reference (US Patent 
4,879,553) teaches about a parking time indicator. The Hjelmvik reference (US Patent 
7,114,651) teaches about a method for control of parked vehicles. 
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